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Myers Knife Club - Last
The August meeting of the Ft. Myers Knife Club had an attendance of 1l members & guests.

This month's door prizes consisted of a Victorinox Advertiser Knife and a Kershaw LFK 1700.
Vincent Panettieri won the Victorinox and the Kershaw won by Frank Veasley. The monthly
50/50 drawing of $30.00 went to Bill Cyphert. Congratulations to all the winners, you too can
be a winner of our monthly door prizes, 50150 andlor raffles just simply attend one of )zour
monthly FMKC club meetings.The Best Special knife for the month was won by Russ Smegal
for yellow handled KABAR Rigging knife w/ Marlin Spike.

' Next meeting Date: 3rd of September - Free Door Prizes Drawing.
Bring yourfavorite knives for Show & Tell and /or Sell

September's Feature Knife will be your best:
Anv Abalone handled knife.

Bring your best to win a Prize

Sho
SUPPORT YOUR LOCAL GUN & KNIFE SHOWS - GO THIS WEEKEND !! !
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Largo - 2 Guys Gun & Knife Show - Minnreg Hall, Largo
Venice - Gun & Knife Expo Show = Community Center Venice
West Pam Beach - Sports Show Specialists - South Florida Fairgrounds
Palmetto - Florida Gun Shows - Bradenton Convention Center
Lakeland - Gun & Pistol Show - Sun & Fun Expo Campus
Naples - Gun & Knife Expo Show - Italian American Club
Port Charlotte - 2 Guys Gun & Knife Show - Charlotte Cty Fairgrounds
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KNIFE HANDLES (CONT)
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G-l0 - G-10 is a fiberglass based laminate. Layers of fiberglass cloth are soaked in resin, compressed and then baked. The result-
ing material is very hard, lightweight, and strong. Surface texture is added in the form of checkering or other patterns. It is an ideal
material for tactical folders and fixed blade knives because it is durable and lightweight. It is available in a variety of colors.

Leather - Leather handles are seen on some hunting and military knives. Leather handles are typically produced by stacking leath-
er washers, or less commonly, as a sleeve surrounding another handle material. Leather knife handles are attractive to look at but
are not as durable as some other materials. Leather works well as spacers to add accents to a knife handle.

Micarta - Micarta is similar in construction to G- 10. Layers of either linen cloths, canvas, or paper are soaked in a phoenolic resin.
Heat and pressure is applied to the layers which causes a chemical reaction (polymerization) transforming the layers into a high-
pressure thermosetting industrial laminated plastic. The end result is a material that is lightweight and skong. Micarta is a popular
handle material on user knives due to its extreme toughness and stability. Micarta has come to refer to almost any flbrous material
cast in resin. It is available in a variety of laminate materials and colors.

Stag - Stag is another material that is extremely popular. Of all of the deer species, Sambar Stag antler material is the most sought
after for knife handles because it is more dense than the others. Most Sambar Stag comes from India and due to the government
ban on its export, it is becoming more and more costly and rare. The charm of stag comes from the attractive looks and rough tex-
ture ofthe surface that gives a nice grip for the user. Another intriguing thing about stag knife handles, is that, since it is a natural
material, no two knives will be alike. Stag is derived from naturally shed deer antlers. When exposed to open flame, stag takes on
that slightly burnt look. Sambar Stag is very durable and it makes excellent knifs handle material.
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White Mother of Pearl - A highly prized knife handle material! White Mother of Pearl comes from the silver lip shell. Some of
the best White Mother of Pearl comes from the South Seas of tropical Aushalia. It is very rare in sizes large enough to use for
knife scales. It is said that it takes 10 tons ofpearl shells to find material large enough to cut scales of l/10" x4 ll2" long. It is also
very similar to abalone from the standpoint of durability and uses.

Wood - Wood knife handles vary from the more common wood species to the most exotic and the price ranges accordingly. Soft
or fine woods like black walnut are not good choices for hunting knife or for uses that involve a lot of moisture or water. Hard-
woods like Rosewood, oak and maple make good choices for hunting knives. Stabilized wood like spalted maple, mesquite and
desert ironwood are available where the wood is impregnated with plastic making it entirely waterproof and providing it with a

durable filish that does not require any maintenance except an occasional buffing. These are highly recommended for tough duty
knives and those that would be exposed to a lot of moisture. Fancy and exotic wood handled knives are especially popular with
collectors. A good quality wood handle will be durable and can be attractive as well.

There are many other materials used to make knife handles as well such as various types of plastics and exotic materials such as:

mammoth tooth and ivory, warthog tusks, stone, oosic (walrus penis bone), sheep and buffalo horn etc. Almost any hard material
can (and has been) used as a knife handle.
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