September 2010

Meetings are held at PERKINS Restaurant, 12300 S. Cleveland Ave. (US41), 2.5 miles South of

Edison Mall or 1.2 miles North of Daniels Pkwy (SR865). First Tuesday of every month, 4:30 to 7:30 PM

Ft Myers Knife Club - Last Meeting Update

The August meeting of the Ft. Myers Knife Club had a attendance of 15 members and guests. This
month’s door prizes were a Frost Honey Bone Game Skinner and a Sack-Ups Knife Protector. The winner
of the Frost Knife was Jim Roberts and the Marvin Franz donated Sack-Ups went to James Patton. A
50/50 drawing was held and the winner of $30 was new member Rich Reichelt (welcome aboard-Rich).
Congratulations to all the winners, you too can be a winner of our monthly door prizes, 50/50 and/or
raffles just simply attend one of your monthly FMKC club meetings.

Next meeting Date: Sept7th — Free Door Prizes Drawing
Bring your favorite knives for Show & Tell and share with the members

Monthly Gun & Knife Show Schedule

SUPPORT YOUR LOCAL GUN & KNIFE SHOW - GO THIS WEEKEND !!!

Sep 4-5 Cape Coral - Gun & Knife Show - German American Social Club - Pine Island Rd
Sep 4-5 Miami - Great Southern Gun Show - Dade County Fairgrounds

Sep 11-12 Arcadia - 2 Guys Gun & Knife Show - Turner Center

Sep 11-12 West Palm Beach - Sport Show Specialists - South Florida Fairgrounds

Sep 18-19 Ft Lauderdale - Suncoast Gun Show - War Memorial Auditorium

Sep 25-26 Ft Myers - Suncoast Gun Show - Lee Civic Center

16th Annual Celebration In The Ozarks
Saturday September 11, 2010
9AM - 4PM

PREEF ADMISSION

FMKC WEB SITE

www.FtMyersKnifeClub.mgmikutis.com
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KA-BAR, The Legend On December 9, 1942, after the start of World War II, KA-BAR submitted a fighting knife to the United
States Marine Corps in hopes that it would become general issue to that branch of the military. Working in conjunction with the
Marine Quartermaster Department a design was devised and soon production was under way on a new and improved fighting /
utility knife for the Marines. As the war escalated, the demand for these knives was so great that the KA-BAR factory alone
could not keep up. The government assigned several knife companies to create similar knives as supplemental pieces for those
serving the War. KA-BAR’s wartime production totaled more than 1 million. The KA-BAR knives became so well recognized
for their quality and so abundant in number that “Kabar” became the name by which many referred to this knife pattern, regard-
less of whether the knife was manufactured at the KA-BAR facility.

These knives were depended upon to perform daily tasks such as pounding tent stakes, driving nails, opening ration cans and
digging foxholes, not to mention defending lives.

Growing so in popularity and earning only the greatest respect, the KA-BAR was adopted by not only the Marines, but also the
Army, Navy, Coast Guard and Underwater Demolition Teams. Years after World War II, many KA-BARS were unofficially
reactivated in the Korean, Vietnam, Desert Storm and Iraqi Freedom conflicts.

The dependability and consistent quality of wartime KA-BARs was the result of constant strict quality control procedures by
KA-BAR workers and supervisors as well as the US Marine Corps and Navy Supply inspectors who were assigned to the KA-
BAR factory to work along with company personnel to accomplish this goal.

These high quality standards were maintained in 1976 when production was reintroduced to commemorate the Marine Corps
200th Anniversary of service to the United States. It was then that the original factory in Olean, New York, along with some of
its original craftsmen, undertook the job of creating a “full dress model” of the original — a Limited Edition Commemorative that
would prove to be most meaningful to the Marines. Using the original blueprints which had been stored in the company archive
files, the recreated knife was a true work of art that retained the look, feel and performance of the original battle ready combat
knife. The first one of its kind, serialized with the number “1”, was presented to the Commandant of the Corps and was later put
on display at the USMC Museum at Quantico.

The USMC Commemorative was so enthusiastically received that it became obvious that the original KA-BAR Fighting / Utility
knife had retained its popularity through the years. The limited production Commemorative was so quickly taken up by the Ma-
rines, knife enthusiasts and collectors that KA-BAR decided to return it to regular production in its standard form. With only a
few changes made possible by modern technology, the KA-BAR Fighting / Utility Knife was reintroduced.

Today, the original USMC Fighting / Utility Knife remains the first choice for many Marines who choose to carry it as their per-
sonal option knife during service. It is also a favorite of adventurers, survivalists, outdoor sportsmen and, of course, knife collec-
tors who know that this knife — this “American Legend” — deserves a place in their collection.

NOTICE:  Receive your monthly newsletter via e-mail instead of snail mail. Contact the club secretary,
Russ Smegal at: rsmegal@comcast.net By doing this you will save the club the newsletter mailing cost.




