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FtMyers l{nife CIub - LastMeeting Update
The July 2At2 meeting of the Ft Myers Knife Club had a attendance of l8 members and guests. This

month's door prizes were a CRKT &lggle and a Smith & Wesson Lockback. The winner of the CRKT
was James Slaasted the Smith & Wesson went to Ed Steinmetz. This month's 50/50 winner of $35 went to
Susan Rabedeau. Congrafiilations to all the winners, you too can be a winner of our monthly door prizes,
50/50 and/or raffles just simply attend one of your monthly FMKC club meetings.

A rafle was held for the Enc,yclopedia of Maftles Knives & SDrorting Collectibles book that was
donated by Ken Rabedeau. The raffle made $30 for the club and the lucky winner of this book was Jim
McDonnell. There were no entries for the BEST Knife this month. Next month's BEST SPECIAL KNIFE
will be your best TACTICAL Folder, which I commonly call the *BLACK KNIFE". So bring your
favorite tactical folder to impress the mernbers and the judges. You may also be rewarded with a srlall
pize from the club.

Ne meding Dfrc: Augafi 7th - Free Door hizes Drmting
Bring yourfm,orite knivesfor Shsw & TeIl and sharewith the mqnbers

Augu#'s Be# Special Fedure Kntfe is : Befi Tac,tical Folder
Brinq youlbestlo win g Prize

PS: This was our first meeting at our new location. AII affendees were pleased at the size of the room, the
food and service. We have made arfiulgements with the Smoke'n Pit Bar-BQue restaurant for the rest of
the year for the room each first Tuesday of each month starting at 4:30 PM. So plan accordingly and attend
one of your future club's meeting.

Monthlv Cun & Knife SltowScltedule
SUPPORT YOT]R LOCAL GUN & KNIFE SHOW _GO THIS WEEKEND !!!

Aug 18-19
Aug 18-19
Aug 18-19
Atug25-26
Aug25-26

Ft Lauderdale - Suncoast Gun Show - War Memorial Auditorium
Port Charlotte - 2 Grrys Gun & Knife Show - Charlotte County Fairgrounds
Orlando - Florida Gun Shows - Orlando Fairgrounds
Plant City - Suncoast Gun Show - Sfiauberry Festival Ag. Bldg.
Lakeland - Znd Amendment Productions Gun Show - Lakeland Center

H. Wayne Hoffrnann Life Member of the FMKC
passed away in Jung he was 64 years old. Wayne
$.ill be missed by the students he taught during
his 40 years as a band director in the Dade
County Public schools. His love of the WWII
knives and their history was one of his ilumy
passions. He brought his collectior/display to
many knife shows and won numy awards for it.

H. Wryne Holfmmn died fune 2012

wwrff. FtMyenKnifeCl u b. mg m i kutl s.com
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|f{ailing Address: FMKC - P.O. Box 706 - St James City, Xt 3395ffi706

Did the {958 Federal Switchblade Act
Actually Help Knife Collecting?

by Milre Haskew, BLADEleld editor

There is litle doubt the automdic is the most cotrtsor'elsial knif€ style of modern tirnes5 gobably of all time. It is also the most
misundersfood. Oiginally conceived and implemeirted as a tool, the r€putation of the asomdic - u the morc sfuist€r sounding
switcftblade - was partioilady run down during the 1950s md '60s fo[owing a wave of gang<riened movies and the misguided
€fforts of overzealous politicians.

The earty autonatics were prothced largely as oowenienes for wmeo, whose delicate fingemails miglt br€ak in deploying a
slipjoif blade via tle nail nick rrntgrne the dmcufty of hlding iight to a sewing Fqiect and dtentring to open a cmrll blade
at the safi€ time. The problem vas sohrcd with the swirchblade.

Comary to mother poputar mlsoonceetiou tle afiomatic had been round for quite some time before it b€came the Sject of
contrsv€rly. 'The Bdtish hd th€xn md Shdfreld vas mrking th€rn back in the 18506," rend*ed Bulch Va[otto4 a maker of
atondics for years. 'I rhink the French q/€r€ 'naking th€xn, too. Th€y go back a long vay."

CUfery emepreneur George Schrade was inslrumenul in inproving the adomatic md its 4preciable gBiil in popularity in the
Unit€d States- In lvlilch 1892, Sc,hrade pateded m inproved automafic with a release buron in lhe bolster. He mbsequendy
founded the Pr€ss hdton Knife Co., md rhe suooesses and tials of Schrade's carcer rent m from there.

As for ardomatics, he continued his innovative coffiihrtims with m automatic loife-shieldftletting machine in 1910 and the
flyhg jack ed pull-ball knives, both sirylified adomdicE, in 1937. Fmm l9ll to 1916, Sc.brade lived in Sotingen, Cffmdy,
and de,v€l@ the springEr switchblade.

"No question, George Schrade was instsun€ntal on the U.S. si&," rcltrd cutlery hisorian and coll€ctor P€te Coban, who also
serves as custodian of the National Knife Museun in the Smoky Morlain lhife Wo*s in Sevierville, Tennessee- *It's also sig-
nifica rhrr th€rE ar€ so mary variations datonaics. Since 1836, there have been more tban 150 pat€ds on atomatic lxrives,
itrcluding a vfiiety of things fke gravity ktriv€s ad oth€rs.

'Thece eady knives became popular in whd I call a folding spring knife" Cohan contim€4 'md people got inlo using then in a
variety of ways. There were lots of knives mde, eveil office lnives with rhe spring actim so wonren or stenogrqhic p€ople
conld open then easily. Cerainly, therc wre several military applicatios mqde in EuWe."

Indeo4 accoding to Blades's Guide o Kdves & Their Values, spring-open lnives date back to the lEth century. Sone rare
l9th-cemury ones have spring assists to open the blad€s about 30 degrees when a lever is pressed- The Wilzin mechmism was
used on two- and four-blade sen*ms, with one lwer for €ach blade, and on mediun*ized doubleod jackknives.

Of course, the release of films such as 77re Bldtboard Jangle, Rebel Without A Cms, The Cross and the Svitchblode at otr}crs
whipped p ami-a$onatic sentiment, which oilmhed with the enaseent of the Fedeml Switchblade Iaw in 1958 thd bann€d
int€rstd€ comnerc€ in artomdics. Howw€t, tle same fervor gripped those who found the automdic of int€resl

'I rhirk the 1950s vms when the ne:<t rise in populeity occune4" Cohm said. 'That whole series of movies popularized the
kniv€s md brought about th€ inkrest of politicins. Th€[€ v/as a hyper-c.hmcteriatim of the loives, and most of it s'as non-
r€ality. Th€ autonatic was ild€fined at b€st il the legislalion of 1958, ttlt it Eas a ftc'tor and a stinrlad in adomatics b€coming
collectible."

NO n Recetve your monthly noxlaa vfu enail instead of snoil nmil Contact the cfub serctu14
//ltss &negal ut: Mgg!@ry1pgg By daing this you will save the chtb the navsleer mailing cost


