
The Apnl meeting of the Ft hdyers Knife Club had m afifldance 22 nrentbers & guests. This modh's
door prizes consised of a NRA Utility Knife and a Kershaw Cronn 32ffix* The winner of the NRA knife
went to Lou Louchrt md the Kesbw weNrt to Aior Wrona The monthly 50-50 drawing of $42 went to
Robert Cmpbel. Oagrdulations to all the winners, you too mn be a winner of our monthly door prizes,
50150 agl{d,lor rdes just simply atteNrd one of vor monthb FMKC club meetings.

No me,mberbrough a Ap,ril's Best Knife. Best Social loife for l[sv is for the best {!gb!q&&(Non4ustom). So bring your knife to impress the club members and maybe win yourself a prizs.

Nd meding DAc: May 3rd - Free Door hi.rcs Drcv'ing
Bring yowfnorite knivesfor thoty & Tell & shue

May's Best Spuial Fedure Knife is : Abalone Knife (Nott-Custom)
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SUPPORT YOUR LOCAL GUN & KI]IFE SHOWS . GO T.HIS WEEKEND III

May 7-8 Cape Coral - FBL Gun Show - Kiwanis Club 360 Santa Barbaxa Blvd
I\{ay 14-15 Palmetto - Florida Gun Shows - Bradenton Area Convention C€Nrter
I\{ay 14-15 Englewood - FBL Gun Show - VFW 550 North McCaIl Road
May l,l-15 West Palm Beach - Sport Show Specialists - South Florida Fairgrounds
NIay 2l-22 Orlando - Florida Gun Shows - Ceritral Florida Fairgrounds
May 2L-22 Ft Myers - (NEW) FBL Gun Show - Araba Shrine Temple 2010 Flanson St.
May28-29 PortCbarlotte - 2Guys C'un & Knife Show - Charlotte CountyFairgrounds
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Butterflg Knife
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Mailing Addrer: FIIIKC - P.O. Box 706 - St Jamer Gty, n 339ffi706

Antique Axes and l{atehets
Peftaps no tools arc more closely lfuked to the founding of America than the axe and its smaller sibling the hatchet Cast-irm
axes with heads weighing seven pounds werc $mrng by pioneers and Colonists, who usod the versatile tool to clear land for
crope and build their homes. And while the exact implem€nt of destruction is not definitively knovm, a young George Washing-
ton held either an ilre or a harchet in his hdd when he ftmorsty cut dosm the family cherry trree. The morst familiar type of a:a
(also oorrectly spelled *af) is the felling an€, whose long ouved handle increases its impact. The heads of these axes varied
regionally in terms of theit desigtt but their functionality was the same. Origina8 mede entirely of single piece of iron that was
folded around a handle-sh4ed pafiern, axes inoorporafed steel wedges into th€ir heads in the 1700s. Steel was not only more
durable that iro'q it could be sharpened to a finer edge.

lvlost lEth-aentury felling axes were single bit which means it had a cutting edge on one side and a flat hammer-like head called
the poll, or bufi, at the other. Dot$le-bit axes had two edges-a sharp one for cutting trees and limbs, arrd a duller one with a
shorter taper for splifiiag firewood. Significantly, the handles of double{it axes were shaigtt rdlrcr than curved.

Once a free was on .te gfoun4 the woodsman world turn to his broad axe to squarc, or h€w, the tnurk. Broad axes can be id€nti-
fied by their chisel edges-in cotrtrast, felling :D!es are bweled to a knife-like poin on both sides, not just one. The hadles of
broad ares were also uniquHlsy were installed bent or su/ayed away from the blade's fld side to keep the woodsman's hands
from being mangl6{ eEnin$ 1fts tree tnmk with each swing of the axe.

North American broad axes varid in their deeigns from region to region---the heads of those made in Nov England, for exam-
ple, tendod to be narrower in width than those made by Pennsylvania blacksmiths. Broad axes brought over from England gener-
ally lacked a hammer-like poll, while those itnputed from Crermary had a mediwal-looking goose-wing design

As with haqtpe.rs olaqes. chisels. and rumerous other anique tools, there uias a qpecialized axe for just ahut every job. Ship
utrights wielded axes designed to shape masts, while coopers swung short-handles ilrcs that were good at shaping barel swes.
Wh€n €xpertly struck by a mallet, a good mortise or chisel ilre was used to create holes in the shape of tenonrmortise-and-
tenonfiamingwas oolnmon inbarns and oth€r rural sEuctures.

Of particular interest to those frscinat€d by Native Americm history are trade axes, which were used by Frenc[ Spanis[ and
Engli$ eettlers whe,n bartering with the Nery World's indigenous peoples. Some of these a:(es were small enorg[ to hang from a
belt. Oth€rs were fryorpd by Native Americm wolnen for chopping wood. Today th€se tools are lnown as squaw axes, Ut Are
to the raity of these items they are favorites of forgerg so make sure you've done yur homework before ailding one of these
beauies to your oollection...


