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Knife Schedule

The September meeting of the Ft. Myers Knife Club had an attendance of l0 members &
guests. This month's door prizes consisted of Victorinox Mountaineer and a Ka-bar *2795"

Lockback. Robert Coy Baughman III won the Victorinox knife and the Ka-bar went to Bill
Cypheft. The Monthly 50/50 drawing of $27.00 was won by Stephanie McDonnell. The Best
Snecial featured knife for the month was won by Renate Taylor for her Utica Girl Scout
knife.

Next meeting Date: Sth of October - Free Door Prizes Drawing.
Bring yourfavorite knives for Show & Tell and /or Sell

October's Feature Knife will be your best: Tsctical Straight Knife.

SUPPORT YOAR LOCAL GUN & KNIFE SHOWS . GO THIS WEEKEND !! !
Ft Myers - Florida Gun Shows - Lee Civic Center
Orlando - Florida Gun Shows - Central Florida Fairgrounds
Port Charlotte - 2 Guys Gun & Knife Show - Charlotte Cty Fairgrounds
Tampa - Florida Gun Shows - Florida State Fairgrounds
Palmetto - Florida Gun Shows - Bradenton Convention Center
Englewood - Florida Expo Gun Show - Dever Regional Rec. Center
Punta Gorda - Florida Expo Gun Show - Charlotte Harbor Event Center

Brinq your bes! win a Prize

Oct2-3
Oct 9-10
Oct 9-10
Oct 16-17
Oct23-24
Oct23-24
Oct 30-31

ruCTICAL FIGHTER - BTIRBRO
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Mailing Address: FMKC - P.O. Box 706 - St James City, F|33956-0706

OPINEL KNIVES

'I'lie Opinel companl,has r"nanulacturecl alrd marketed a line {rl'eponvl:'tttLis rvr:fiden-handlccl knives sincc
I890 fiom its headquartels in Saint-.Iean-de-Maurienne, Savoie. Frrnec rvhr:re the lantill'-rur: companv al-
so operates a mLrseum r-l*dicated to its knives.'l'he cilnlilanv selis appr*rin:ate11' 1-i rnillion knives annual-
1,v. Opinel knives iire made of both high carbcin and stainless steel- the lallcr being Sandvik steei lnrm Sll'e-
den.

Originally sold as ;i rvorking rran's knife" an Opinel knite has beeonre eniblematic oi" French culture.
ri,ith Pablo Picasso reporterlly usir"rg o*e ol'the conrpanv's kni:,es as * se Lrlpting tool. In li)89. the Larousse
dictionary cited "Opinel" as a registered tradcntark"

FIISI'ORY: .loseph Opinel begarr rnakir:g knives in I8tX) in Sav*ie" li'rance as a simpie r+or:king man's
or pggfg.nt_'s_b\/g_. It proreii popular ri,ilh the loc,al lirnners. herdsmen. ancl pu.1'stuts-t'ignertlns (peasant
rvinernakers)of thcarea. ln l897.asericsol'trvelvcsiz*s"nuntbcred 1 tts 1)" wasdeveloped. I1rom lcX)1 to
la03".loseph Opinel bLrilt his lirst lactor-v in Pont de Gevcucia'zantl ploiluced a ntachine fbr mass produc-
tion ol'the kniib's wooden l-randles.

'l'he conpanv hirecl perlcllers to sell the knives and opcned a snrall shop near the Chanrher_v railrval'.f unc-
tion, u.'here the knirres becarne popr,rlar lrith PLM r*ilroad u-orkers" rvl:o in turn spread tord ol'the hrancl
throughout lirance. tly' 1909, Opinei had registered his lirst trademark ltrr the Opinel knilb. choosing
the rnuin couronnie f "clr.lrvned hand") as his erubiern. A {biv _--r'*ars Iater {)pincl attuual sales rvere in tlre
hundrecls of thousands. and b1, the start of World War II its rxanv as 20 nrillion
knives had been soid.

'['he Opinel I''irobloc or salbty tivistitck mechanisnt r.r,as invenlecl b.v i\4arcel
()pinel in 1955. iucreasing the safut3..' and versatiliry o1'the knif': b,l,"allorving the
hlade to he lockecl in the open positir:ir. ln 2000" the Virobloc locking nrecha-
nism lvas improvecl to allorv Iocking the hlade in either the oprln or closed posi-
tion.

The traditional Opinel knife has a beechwood handle and a high carbon XC90
steel blade. Opinel also offers most of its models with a Sandvik l2C27M stainless steel blade.
Custom Opinel models are avallable using luxurious or exotic handle woods such as oak, walnut,
olive wood, bubinga (African rosewood), ebony and stained hornbeam, as well as

other materials such as cowhorn.
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